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The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 
P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF 


FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 


Single Copy 15¢ 
Ten Issues for a Dollar 


WELCOME This special issue of “THE WESTERN RA ILROADER" 

has been prepared for the "Big Trees & Seashore 
Excursion", Sunday, July 23rd, 1950. It is part of the 
contribution of the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD CLUB to 
this joint undertaking with the California-Nevada Railroad 
Historical Society and the Pacific Coast Chapter of the 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society. | “THE WESTERN 
RAILROADER" is in its 13th year of publication as the 
official publication for the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAILROAD 
CLUB, It is published monthly with news and articles on 
steam and electric railroads of the Pacific Coast. Your 
subscription may be entered at the rate of ten issues for 
a‘dollar by forwarding your remittance to FRANCIS GUIDO, 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California. 


AN OUTSTANDING RAILROAD EXCURSION Ye aay 


AUGUST 20 - FORT BRAGG via California Western and Northwester 

Pacific Railroads, A one-day trip leaving San 
Rafael at 7:00 a.m, and returning about midnight. A traino 
flat cars will be used on the Cal-Western through the Noyo 
River canyon, -Fare $11.00 including tax. Bus connections 
between Oakland, Sari Francisco and San Rafael-will be avail- 
able at $1;00 extra. -Write: Stanley Merritt, 836 Alma Ave,, 
Oakland 10, California, for reservations, 





SEPTEMBER 3- 4-5 SALT LAKE CITY weekend by the Bay Area 

Electric Railroad Association. Write to- 
Addison Ii, Laflin, Jr., 2119 Marin Avenue, Berkeley 7, Cal. 
for information and reservations, 


SEPTEMBER 17 - SONOMA VALLEY VIA N.W.P. sponsored by the 
Northern California Railroad Club. 


SEPTEMBER 23 - FEATHER RIVER & WESTWOOD (tentative) by 
C-NRHS and R&LHS jointly. 


OCTOBER 22 - SIERRA RAILROAD Trip by C-NRHS, 





FOR ADVANCE NOTICE OF RAILFAN EXCURSIONS SEND IN YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO “THE WESTERN RAILROADER" TO P.O. BOX 
668, SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA, A DOLLAR FOR TEN TISSUES. 
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“SUN-TAN SPECIAL” 


One day in the Spring of 1927, Mr. George B. Hanson, 
then Distriet Passenger Agent of the Southern Pacific Co. 
in San Jose, (now Passenger Traffic Manager, Los Angeles) 
had the idea of promoting excursion trains from San Jose 
to Santa Cruz via Los.Gatos during the summer months, 
Receiving permission from the San Francisco main office 
of the Southern Pacific he set up four trains that year- 
on an experimental basis. Trains were run on July 3rd, 
4th, September 5th (Labor Day) and 9th (Admission Day). 
All these trains were a huge success, so in the follow- 
ing year, 1928, he decided to run them more often. The 
first train was scheduled out of San Jose on May- 30th 
with a train every two weeks until Admission Day, plus 
specials on July 4th and Labor Day. 

At that time the trains were known as the “Popular 
Excursion", but the name just didn't seem to fit. Hanson 
noted that when the crowds returned from their day's out- 
ing at the beach that they had all obtained excellent 
Suntans - that gave him the idea - why not call the train 
the "SUNTAN" The management theught the idea a good one, 
so the following year on May 30, 1929 the first "Suntan" 
rolled out of San Jose headed for the beaches at Santa 
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Typical of the advertising releases used by the 
Seuthern Pacific to publicize the "SUNIAN" is this view 
of 4438 (4-8-4) with a couple of pin-up girls. Taking 
the risk that “The Western Railroader" may thereby be 
banned in Boston we present this variation from the us- 
ual railfan view---"Don't stand in front of the engine!" 
Latest publicity stunt is the choosing of a "Miss Suntan" 
each trip who gets her picture in the local papers. 
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THE “SUN-TAN SPECIAL” 


Cruz. The second trip of the "Suntan",-June 16th of that 
year had to be cancelled because of rain, but for the rest 
of the year up to Labor Vay the "Suntan" ran every Sunday 
and holiday. 

The "Suntans" continued to originate out of San Jose 
until 1932 when Hlanson took up new duties in the San Franc- 
isco office. Hanson no sooner was seated at his new desk 
when he asked the management if the "Suntan" couldn't start 
from San Francisco. The Traffic department agreed and the 
first "Suntan" rolled out of San Francisco on Sunday, May 
29, 1932. It ran to San Jose and thence via Campbell and 
Los Gatos to Santa Cruz. The train became very popular 
and so heavy that it had to be double-headed out of San 
Francisco with two 2300 (4-6-0) class engines. 

There was no doubt about the "Suntan" doing a good 
business and in 1934 the Oakland "Suntan" was inaugurated. 
This train was routed through Newark, San Jose and Los Gatos. 
The motive power usually consisted of a 2300 class ten-wheeler 
out of Cakland with a mogul (2-6-0) added at San Jose to 
help the excursion train over the grades in the Santa Cruz 
mountains, Meanwhile the San Francisco “Suntan” was routed 
over the cut-off at Mayfield (now California Avenue) through 
Los Altos, Los Gatos to Santa Cruz, which gave the train a 
much faster time, 


In the winter of 1939 Mother Nature dealt the operation 
of future "Suntans" a huge blow when a big slide in the 
Santa Cruz mountains washed out a large segment of track 
between Los Gatos and Santa Cruz. Because of the heavy 
cost of rebuilding the damaged section plus the fact that 
little freight originated in the area, the Southern Pacific 
applied for abandonment of the’track between Los Gatos and 
Olympia Pits, a distance of 15.2 miles. - 

However, because of the popularity of the "Suntan", it 
was decided to run it via Watsonville Junction to Santa 
Cruz, While the new route was a greater distance, the 
high-speed track between San Jose and Watsonville Junction 
permitted the operation to continue without a too great- 
an increase in running time, About this time, however, 
the Oakland "Suntan" was dropped though the morning con- 
nection was still advertised, The San Francisco "Suntan" 
continued through 1940 and 1941 until World War II caused 
its cancellation, 

It was not until 1947 that the"Suntan" again started 
operations, but they have operated every year since. Under 
present practice a train of long suburban coaches is oper- 
ated out of Third and Townsend headed by a 4300 (4-8-2 
class engine as far as Watsonville Junction where a Mikado 
(2-8-2) or two consolidations (2-8-0) type engines take over 
depending on the size of the train. Thousands of happy 
people in a holiday mood have enjoyed the services given by 
the now famous "SUNTAN", 

Written by Fred Stindt from 
information furnished by Mr. 
George B. Hanson and Mr. T. 
Louis Chess. 
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TWO S.P, STREAMLINERS GO INTO SERVICE The new strean- 
lined “CASCADE” 
and the: streamlined "SUNSET LIMITED" will go 
into service August 13th and August 20th re- 
spectively according to announcements from S.P, 
headquarters, The "CASCADE" will be a 13-car 
all-Pullman train on a 164 hour schedule (two 
hours off the present schedule), |The “SUNSET LIMITED" 
will be a 15-car train with both Pullman and coach accom- 
modations on a 42-hour schedule between Los Angeles and 
New Orleans (5 hours off present eastbound and 33 hours 
off present westbound schedules). Pullman accomodations 
in both trains are room cars, The "CASCADE" cars were 
built by Pullman-Standard while Budd supplied the "SUNSET 
LIMITED" equipment. 









ELECTRIC RAILWAY NOTES The State Utilities Commission 


has granted the Key System's a 
request to °cut-back the "A" line at the Alameda County 





Courthouse: Key is asking for a 35¢ transbay fare on 
the trains. --- Street cars in Denver, Colorado ended 


service June 3rd and the narrow gauge interurbans to The 

Golden and Leyden ended July 2nd. The standard gauge Cruz 
interurban to Golden remains for freight, but ended its COAS' 
passenger operations June 3rd also, --- A 4600 class car thr oy 
on the Pacific Electric (ex-IER) that had been set aside a fis 
for rebuilding into a private car has been reported-sold Kidd 


for scrapping. “Bay Area Electric Railroad Review" 6/23/50 


SHRINE SPECIALS! The Shrine Convention in Los Angeles had 

lots of rail news--besides the LA Transit 
strike. The S.P. had many specials routed through San Fran- 
cisco and a minor power shortage resulted in two ten-wheeler 
usually used on local freights being replaced by diesel swit 
ers and themselves upgraded into commute service to'replace 
larger power used on the Shrine Specials, The U.P. put two 
steam helpers (7019 and 7859) on the-Cajon Pass and the Sant 
Fe put five 3800's back into service, 
















MOJAVE NORTHERN #1 still being used in Yard, #2 and #3 are it 
be put back into-readiness for use. #4 is-still stripped. Th 
diesels, 5 and 6, are doing all road work, Company planni 
a five mile extension to a quarry. - Chard Walker vis Whitme 
WESTERN PACIFIC engine #35, 2-8-0, was the last steam 
engine on the road's eastern division when she headed 
west out of Elko on March 17th with 50 obsolete PFE 

reefers enroute to Sacramento for scrapping. WP Mag. 





SANTA FE has sold the foilowing steam locomotives for 
scrapping: 729, 752, 956, 979, 1246, 1265, 1657, 1798, 
1816, 9052 and 9066 to Finklestein Company. Wm Garner 


A ve 
AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVES is the title of Hardy's latest and 
publication covering engines built during the 1870-80's, fron 





It has ever 200 pages 11x16. $15.00-to July 1, 1950. 
Hardy's, 2046 E. 14th St., Oakland 6, Calif.--ADVT 
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The "SUNIAN" was not the first excursion train to Santa 
Cruz for the narrow gauge trains of the SOUTH PACIFIC 
COAST RAILROAD carried many a passenger over the hill 
through the Santa Cruz mountains. This early view of 
a five car passenger train is from the collection of Ken 
Kidder, 





A very good though torn view of SOUTH PACIFIC COAST #5 
and a two car passenger train at Santa Cruz depot is 
from the collection of Bob Wiley. 
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RAILROADS OF SISKIYOU COUNTY, CALIFORNIA’ Railfans and 
railroad hist- 
Orians will find plenty of railroad material in the 1949 
"YEARBOOK" of the Siskiyou County Historical Society. The 
McCloud River Railroad and Yreka Railroad are particular ly 
well covered with a great many illustrations of both common 
carrier and lumber railroads, It is available for 8l1¢ 
from George R. Schrader, Box 633, Mount Shasta, California, 








SOUTH PACIFIC COAST RAILROAD Those who might want addition 

material on the South Pacific 
Coast Railroad will find "OIL LAMPS & IRON PONIES" a good - 
reference, A complete history, roster, map and illustratio 
of this line make up one chapter of this recent book. It i 
a collection of histories of pacific coast narrow gauge rail 
roads and is well worth the $5.00 asked for-it. Your lecal 
bookstore or Bay Books; Inc., San Francisco, California, can 
supply you with a copy. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Eight 


y ween Sees Fata ; 
YI 


"THE WESTERN RAILROADER" 
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